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MR. ZIEGLER: The President will hold his press 
conference tomorrow night in the East JRoom of the White House 
at 9:00 p.m. , Eastern time, contrary to the speculation that 
occurred on the wire service that comes over on the pink 
paper. (Laughter) It will be available for full coverage. 

Q The one that everybody reads. 

MR. ZIEGLER: That is all right, Helen. All of us 
are wrong occasionally. 

Q I had the right day, didn't I? 

MR. ZIEGLER: We have several other announcements we 
would like to make today. 

The President is announcing the assignment of 
General Frederick C. Weyand to the position of Commander of 
the U.S. Military Assistance Command in Vietnam, MACV. General 
Weyand, who is 55, will also become Commanding General of the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam. General Weyand replaces General Creighton 
Abrams in both positions, both as the Commander of the U.S. 
Military Assistance Command in Vietnam and also as Commanding 
General of the U.S. Army in Vietnam. General Abrams held both 

of those posts. 

A week ago last Tuesday we announced the President's 
intention to nominate General Abrams to be Army Chief of Staff. 
General Weyand has been Deputy Commander of MACV since September 
of 1570. He was promoted to 4-star General in November of 1970. 

To replace General Weyand as Deputy Commander of MACV, 
the President is assigning General John Vogt, Jr. General Vogt 
has been, since April 11 of this year, Deputy Commander of 
MACV for Air Operations and Commanding General for the Seventh 
Air Force. General Vogt will retain his position as Commanding 
General of the Seventh Air Force and will continue to conduct 
and coordinate air operations for MACV. 

The position that General Vogt currently holds, that of 
Deputy Commander of MACV for Air Operations, has been deleted. 
General Vogt is 52 years old and has been a 4-star General in 
the United States Air Force since April 7th of this year. 

We will provide you biographies of both General 
Weyand and General Vogt. 

I should tell you that the announcement, as I gave 
it to you, .means that the operational functions of MACV head- 
quarters and the Seventh Air Force headquarters have been con- 
solidated. This is why the Deputy Commander of MACV, specifically 


MORE 


#1487 




#1487 


General Vogt, will be an Air Force General rather than an 
Army General, as has been the case in the past. General 
Weyand held the deputy post previously. 

Unaffected by the consolidation of the Seventh 
Air Force with MACV is the Deputy Commanding General of the 
US. Army in Vietnam. He is Lt. General William J. McCaffrey. 

The way the structure works is that General Weyand is the 
Commanding General of the U.S. Army in addition to being Com- 
mander of MACV, and then he has a deputy who is General 
McCaffrey. 

Q When is this effective? 

MR. ZIEGLER: The change of command will take place 

tomorrow. 

Q Ron, is the consolidation explained in order to 
avoid any more free-lancing of the kind done by General Lavelle? 

MR. ZIEGLER: No. Quite frankly, that is not the 
reason for the reorganization of MACV. 

Incidentally, the Defense Department, I know, when 
they have completed the full reorganization of MACV and the 
command structure there, will be making a detailed announce- 
ment on the matter. 

As you know, .by the end of this week we will have 
49,000 U.S. forces in South Vietnam, and that will be reduced, 
based on the announcement today, to 39,000 by September 1. So 
we have far fewer forces in South Vietnam, obviously, than we 
did when the current command structure was put into effect, 
some half-million less, as a matter of fact. 

Based upon that, and also the changing composition 
of the personnel in South Vietnam, and Southeast Asia, the 
change in the structure, and specifically the consolidation of 
the Seventh Air Force headquarters into MACV headquarters, is 
being made. That is the reason for it. 

I think I should say, Dick, that obviously these 
changes will provide a tight command structure over all U.S. 
operations and bring the MACV organization into line with the 
changing realities in Vietnam. By that I mean the composition 
of our forces and numbers of our forces. 

Q Is General Slay staying on as Deputy of 
the Seventh Air Force? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I know of no plan for that position to 

change. 

Q Did General Vogt replace Lavelle? 

MR. ZIEGLER: Yes, he did. 

Q Do you anticipate the next replacement of the 
MACV Commander in Vietnam will be an Air Force General, in the 
light of the changing composition of our forces? 
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MR. ZIEGLER: We are just naming a new Commander. 

There is no way for me to even speculate on that. 

Q Does the fact that the second man is now an air- 
man show that this is an air war from now on? 

MR. ZIEGLER: The reason for the Deputy Commander of 
MACV being General Vogt, an Air Force General, is because of 
what I referred to; that is, the operation of the Seventh Air 
Force is being consolidated with MACV. Obviously the air 
activity over South Vietnam and in Southeast Asia is the 
subtsantial part of U.S. operations in that area now. We have no 
U.S. forces involved in ground combat. Indeed, we have only 
three maneuver battalions there. Back in 1968 we had 115. So 
you have a changing composition of forces. 

Q Ron, do all forces in Southeast Asia come 
under MACV? 

MR. ZIEGLER: No. In South Vietnam. 

Q Thailand is not included under the command of MACV 

MR. ZIEGLER: No. The Seventh Air Force command goes 
into Thailand. 

Q Was the Seventh Air Force a separate entity from 
the Saigon command before? 

MR. ZIEGLER: Yes. It had separate headquarters at 
Ton Son Nhut. The Seventh Air Force was at Ton Son Nhut. 

One other announcement: We are announcing this after- 
noon that the President has asked Major General Alexander M. 

Haig, Jr., Deputy Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, to visit Vietnam to make a general assessment 
of the situation there. General Haig will depart Washington 
on Thursday, tomorrow evening, and return to Washington on July 
4th. 


General Haig will be accompanied by several members 
of the National Security Council staff* We will post these 
names: John Negroponte, Philip Odeen, John Bushnell, Alvin 
Adams, Sven Kraemer, and also Thomas Corcoran fronu the Depart- 
ment of State and Frederic. J. Brown, Lt. Col., U.S. Army. 

This is the seventh such trip that Major General 
Haig has taken. Earlier trips were made in January 1970 and 
May of 1970. General Haig made trips there for the 
President in December of 1970, in March of 1971, and again in 
September of 1971. General Haig f s last trip was from April 
14 to 19 of this year, 1972. 

The President again, on this occasion, wants to have 
General Haig make a complete assessment of the situation in 
South Vietnam and report back to him on his views. He has 
asked General Haig, as the dates I have given to you indicate, 
to do this from time to time. General Haig, of course, will 
be meeting with General Weyand and Ambassador Bunker, and 
hopes to see President Thieu, also, on his trip. He has met 
with President Thieu on previous visits to South Vietnam. 
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Those are all the announcements we have this 

afternoon. 

Q Will General Abrams return immediately after 

tomorrow? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I think General Abrams will return 
sometime later in July. He will stay there for a while to 
conclude some personal things he wants to do, and also to be 

there for a while during the transitional period, but he will 

be coming back to the United States later in July. 

Q Is the timing of his return in any way con- 

nected with the hearings on Lavelle? 

MR. ZIEGLER: No. That was determined before there 
was any announcement of those hearings. 

Q Why is Haig going? Is it to determine the 
military situation or the political situation, or both, or what? 

MR. ZIEGLER: As he has done before, the President * 
wants him to go there and take a first-hand look at the situa- 
tion in South Vietnam. He wants him to assess the North Viet- 
namese offensive and the ARVN activity in thwarting that offen- 
sive. He wants to get his thinking and observations on that. 

Q This morning you told us that there would be 
American troops in Vietnam, as many as necessary, until the 
prisoners are released. Can you tell us if you will be able 
to tell us when that rock-bottom figure is reached, at the time 
it is reached, or what? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I do not know. We are not dealing with 
a static situation here, obviously. It is hard for me to pre- 
dict events that would lead to Presidential decisions as we 
move along on this. I have told you already that the President 
will have another statement on force levels prior to September 
1, but I cannot say that at some point we are going to say that 
this is the final figure of forces that will remain in South 
Vietnam until we receive our prisoners back, missing in action 
are accounted for, and so forth. 

As you know, we have our May 8th negotiating pro- 
posal out, which calls for an internationally supervised 
cease-fire throughout Indochina in exchange for prisoners, 
and we said we would withdraw our forces in "our months. 
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Q By reminding us of the September 1 statement, do 
you mean to imply that there will be further reductions? 

MR. ZIEGLER: Here again , I don't want to predict what 
decisions the President will make as time moves along. We will 
have another announcement to make regarding force levels prior 
to September 1, but I don't want to pre- judge a Presidential 
decision. 


Q To follow that up, you said this morning our 
ultimate intention is to withdraw all our forces from South 
Vietnam, once a settlement of the Indochina conflict has been 
negotiated. What do you mean by that? 

MR. ZIEGLER: That statement would associate itself 
actively with the President's May 8th proposal. 

Q What about the political negotiation, does that 
have to be in the settlement? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I would focus your attention on the 
President's May 8th proposal which said we will withdraw all 
our forces from South Vietanm in four months after we received 
all our prisoners of war back and the missing in action are 
accounted for, together with an Indochina cease-fire. That is 
all there is to it. 

Q Have you heard anything from the North Vietnamese 
at all in the last few days? They have been having a policy 
review. Do you have anything on that? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I have nothing to provide you beyond 
what Dr. Kissinger said the other day in his press conference. 

Q Can we assume General Haig's assessment will 
also include the political situation there? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I think he will make an overall assessment, 
but I don't want to focus General Haig's activity on that. 

Q But you don't want to rule it out? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I would just say that is not one of 
his functions. 

Q ‘ Are you saying the situation has not changed in any 
way since last Saturday, the situation in Paris? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I am saying I have nothing to give you 
beyond what Dr. Kissinger has said, what he said Saturday. 

Q You are not saying that the situation is the same 
as it was Saturday. 

MR. ZIEGLER; I would say there has been no change in 
the situation as of now. 

Q We have not heard from the North Vietnamese and we 
have no indication, indirectly or in any other way, that they may 
be ready for substantive or serious talks in Paris? 
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MR* ZIEGLER: Dr. Kissinger, I think, covered that on 

Saturday. 

Q But this is Wednesday. 


MR. ZIEGLER: I realize that. I don't mean to be 
elliptical on this. As of this moment, the situation is unchanged. 

Q Where is Dr. Kissinger? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I think he is in his office, but he may 
be over at the Sans Souci -- I don't know. (Laughter) 


Q When you say it will not be his function, why v?il.i 
Haig be meeting with Bunker and Thieu if political implications 
are not involved? 


MR. ZIEGLER: Well, to make a complete assessment. You 
know, when you talk about a political assessment, that is far- 
reaching. I don't really know what the definition of a political 
assessment is, but he will be there to make a complete assessment 
of the situation in South Vietnam. 


Q These commissions going to Vietnam have extended 
back over at least three administrations, and often times even 
during this Administration they have been associated with an 
impending Presidential decision. Let me put the question this 
way: What can you tell us about the timing on this one? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I think the President has an interest in 
getting, as I said, a complete assessment from General Haig 
relating to a great extent to the very extensive North Vietnamese 
offensive. I referred to that earlier. I would say that that 
is one of the key reasons for General Haig making the trip. 

Q To follow up on my previous question, and make 
sure I understand, you are saying that there is no change in the 
U. S. policy concerning withdrawals, complete withdrawal of 
forces from the President's May 8th statement? 

MR. ZIEGLER: That is correct. In other words, the 
President's May 8th proposal has been put forth and stands as 
stated. 


Q Larry O'Brien has sent the President a letter 
suggesting that he name somebody with a national reputation to 
take over the investigation of the bugging incident. Can you 
say whether that letter has been received and what the reply 
is? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I answered the question the other day 
and my answer would be the same. 

Q One more question on Haig, why is Haig only "hopirig r 
to see Thieu? Wasn't it possible to set up this meeting firmly? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I suppose I should have said "expects” 
to see President Thieu. 

Q What does the President think of President Thieu' s 
assumption of more power? Will this be helpful in ending the war? 
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MR. ZIEGLER: I would not have a comment on that. 

Does the new commander have to be confirmed? 

MR. ZIEGLER: No. General Abrams requires Senate 
confirmation , but the Commander of MACV and the Deputy Commander 
are named by the President. 

Q Do you anticipate that General Haig might be 
carrying to the new commander Presidential instructions on how 
he wants the new consolidated command to operate? 

MR. ZIEGLER: No. That is not the purpose of General 
Haig's visit there. The purpose is as I stated it to you. But 
he will be meeting with General Weyand as I mentioned. 

Q Will he go to any other country other than South 

Vietnam? 

MR. ZIEGLER: He will be going to Cambodia, also. 

Q After or before? 

MR. ZIEGLER: After Vietnam. 

Q Why? 

MR. ZIEGLER To assess the situation there for the 

President. 

Q Does the timing have anything to do with giving 
the President a fresh assessment of the situation there prior to 
expected criticismof his war policies at the Democratic National 
Convention? 

MR. ZIEGLER: No, I can assure you that the President's 
policies in relation to South Vietnam and most specifically the 
trip by General Haig have, absdlutely no association with that 
event. 

Q Has the President received any information/ 
directly or indirectly, on the visit of President Podgorny to 
Hanoi? 

MR. ZIEGLER: Here again, I think Dr. Kissinger was 
responsive to questions along that line on Saturday and I just 
have nothing to add to what he said. 

Q Is Mr. Connally still in Saigon? Has he been in 
touch with you? 

MR. ZIEGLER: Secretary Connally has left Saigon and is 
in Singapore at this time. We posted his schedule yesterday. 

Q Has he communicated any news from Saigon? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I don't know if we have received a cable 
from the Secretary yet or not, but he has been sending us reports 
on his visits as he moves through his trip. I have not seen a 
report as yet from his visit to Saigon. 
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q When was the last time General Haig was in 
Cambodia, Ron? 

Mr. ZIEGLER He was there this past. April* 

q Ron one more question, if I may: Has the 
United States Government any information on the French nuclear 
test, in the Pacific? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I have not seen anything beyond what I 
have read in the paper on that. 

Q Did the British Ambassador see the President 

today? 

MR. ZIEGLER: No. Ambassador Cromer was here in the 
White House. I saw him in the West Lobby, but he did not see 
the President. 

Q Who did he see? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I don’t know. 

0 Could I refine your answer to the French nuclear 
tests? As you know, it is a pretty hot item with the Frenc 
refusing to comment. When you say you have not seen any g, 
have you seen nothing from your official channels? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I have seen nothing. 

Q Can you tell us anything about travel plans? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I really can't be any more specific t° da y 
than Jerry was the other afternoon. I just don't know w ea ® 
President will be departing for California at this time, a ion 
of it depends on the activities up on the Hill, you know, i 
relation to the debt ceiling legislation and other i**®? . t 

are there. So, we may be able to have a better indie 

tomorrow. 

Q What other items besides the debt ceiling is he 
particularly interested in? 

MR. ZIEGLER: There is a great deal of legislation up 
there now moving through the process. I don’t have to 
for you, but he is following it all. The debt ceiling q 9 

as I said yesterday, is a matter of immediate and urgent concern 
to us because if that legislation is not passed by t is 
Friday, June 30, the Federal Government is going to have some 

difficulty in operating. 

Q Does he intend not to leave before Congress 
officially adjourns? 

MR. ZIEGLER: I don’t know what his thinking will be. 

It will depend on the development of the legislation and how he 
assesses that at the time he makes that decision. 

Q What are your briefing plans for tomorrow? 
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